


High quality early care and education improves children’s development and school readiness.

Studies have consistently shown that high quality child care unproves child development
and school readiness, with particular strong impacts upon low income children.
Alternatively, low quality child care has been shown to be damaging to children,
particularly low income children.

Iowa’s quality of infant/toddler care is significantly lower than Kansas, Missour: and
Nebraska, according to the Midwest Child Care Research Study.

Iowa has much lower use of forms of child care that are subject to some regulation and quality
control than many other states, raising issues of minimal levels of child safety and supervision.

Iowa has a much lower percentage of child care provided in licensed centers or registered
child care homes than many other states, with a majority of care provided in unregulated
settings. While many of these represent good quality care, they also are more likely to be
substandard and to be less dependable and stable.

The annual public investment for Iowa children from birth to age 5 is substantially lower than
for ages 6-17 and for ages 18-23.
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" For more information about child care in lowa, contact the lowa Child Care & Early Education NetWork,
218 6" Avenue, Des Moines, Jowa 50309, 515-883-1206, msheffler@iowachildnetwork.org



